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L Basis of the report 



| | the international application as originally filed. 



the description, pages , 
pages 



1-16 



the claims, 



pages 

Nos. 
Nos. 
Nos. 
Nos. 
Nos. 



1-8 



the drawings, 



sheets/fig . 
sheets/fig , 
sheets/fig 
sheets/fig 



1/1 



! 2. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

| 1 the description, pages 

I | the claims, Nos. . 



I I the drawings, sheets/fig 



as originally filed, 
_, filed with the demand, 
_, filed with the letter of 
_, filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed, 

, as amended under Article 19, 

, filed with the demand, 

, filed with the letter of 

, filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed, 
, filed with the demand, 
, filed with the letter of 
, filed with the letter of 



n This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments ** h ™ bo8n 

L— 1 to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 



4. Additional observations, if necessary: 
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Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 


1. 


Statement 










Novelty (N) 


Claims 


3-7 


YES 






Claims 1 , 


2, 8 


NO 




Inventive step (IS) 


Claims ^ ' 


5, 7 


VPS 






Claims 3 , 6 


NO 




Industrial applicability (IA) 


Claims 


1-8 


YES 






Claims 




NO 


2. 


Citations and explanations 










Reference is made 


to the following documents: 





Dl: WO 97/38940 A (KAUTAR OY; VIRTANEN PENTTI (FI) ) 

23 October 1997 (1997-10-23) 
D2: US-A-4 166 582 ( FALCON- STEWART HUGH R) 4 

September 1979 (1979-09-04) 



1. The solution proposed in claims 1 and 2 of the 
present application is not novel (PCT Article 
33(2)), for the following reasons: 



Claim 1: 

Dl discloses a method for preparing aqueous 
suspensions of fluid mineral materials (see the 
abstract) that can be pumped and transported by the 
end user immediately after the filtration step, with 
the use of small amounts of dispersing agents, and 
with controlled amounts of dispersing agent in the 
filtrate, which method comprises a step of 
performing filtration in two stages (a calcium 
carbonate precipitate PCC is filtered a first time, 
whereafter the cake is washed, a dispersing agent is 
added and the resulting combination is filtered 
again; see Dl, page 7, line 29 to page 8, line 6 and 
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page 8, line 28 to page 9, line 2) . 
Claim 2: 

In the method described in Dl, the two separate 
filtration steps are made up of a first step in 
which a precoating layer is formed and no dispersing 
agent is used (precipitate filtration) , followed by 
a second step carried out without interruption after 
the first step and in the presence of one or more 
dispersing agents, wherein the water in the 
precoating layer is replaced with the water from the 
second filtration stage containing one or more 
dispersing agents (filtration of the cake to which a 
dispersing agent has been added) . 

2 . The solution proposed in claim 3 of the present 
application is not considered to involve an 
inventive step (PCT Article 33(3)), for the 
following reasons: 

Determining the correct amount of dispersing agent 
is part of the routine practice of a person skilled 
in the art, particularly given the fact that 
documents such as D2 provide indications regarding 
the amounts to be used and are available to persons 
skilled in the relevant art. 

3. The solution proposed in claim 6 of the present 



application is not considered to involve an 
inventive step (PCT Article 33(3)), for the 
following reasons: 

Since the method according to claims 1 and 2 is not 
novel, the suspension prepared by means of said 
method and containing the amount of dispersing agent 
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indicated in claim 3 cannot be considered inventive. 



application is not considered to be novel (PCT 
Article 33(2)), for the following reasons: 

Dl indicates the use of an aqueous solution of this 
type, particularly in the papermaking industry (see 
page 1, lines 20-24) . 



4 . 



The solution proposed in claim 8 of the present 
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